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        Everlasting Covenant 

Bible Basis: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Bible Truth: God promises an everlasting covenant 

Memory Verse: “For I the Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will 
direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.” (Isaiah 61:8) 

Lesson Aim:  

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

• Explain how Isaiah 61:1–3 describes the Spirit-anointed Messiah’s mission. 
• Describe one area of brokenness that God restores and name one biblical image 

Isaiah uses for that restoration. 
• Identify one specific way they can participate in God’s work of healing, justice, or 

rebuilding in their church or community. 
• Summarize the “great exchange” in Isaiah 61:3 and 10 by matching each condition 

with what God provides. 

Historical and Background Context 
Isaiah ministered to Judah during the Assyrian crisis, while Isaiah 61 anticipates the later 
realities of exile and restoration. Its reference to rebuilding ancient ruins fits the return from 
Babylon in the late sixth century BC, yet its promises ultimately point to the fuller restoring 
work of God’s Anointed One: good news for the oppressed, comfort for mourners, liberty 
for captives, and spiritual renewal for individuals and communities. 

Background Scripture Connection: How Isaiah 42:5-9 Connects with 
Isaiah 61 
Isaiah 42:5–9 and Isaiah 61 offer complementary portraits of God’s Servant and Anointed 
One. Isaiah 42 describes the Spirit-empowered Servant bringing justice, opening blind 
eyes, and freeing prisoners; Isaiah 61 describes an anointed messenger proclaiming good 
news, healing the brokenhearted, releasing captives, and restoring ruined lives. The New 
Testament identifies Jesus with these promises, especially when He reads Isaiah 61 in Luke 
4:16–21. 

Quick Lesson Recap 

Week 1 – The Peaceful Kingdom – Isaiah pointed to God’s future restoration: the 

Messiah’s peaceful kingdom and the celebration of salvation on God’s holy mountain. 



 

2 
 

Week 2 – Foundations of the Earth – Isaiah reminds the people of Judah and Israel that 
God has not forgotten them in their trouble. He will give them strength when they are weak.  

This lesson follows Isaiah 61 through three movements: the Messiah’s mission to restore 
broken people, the transformation of restored people into rebuilders, and God’s everlasting 
covenant that produces visible righteousness and praise. 

I Eternal Promise (Isaiah 61:1-2) 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is on Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and freedom to the prisoners, 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the 
day of our God’s vengeance, to comfort all who mourn, 

What Is Happening Here?  

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me…” 

The key words are Spirit + anointed + sent. 

This person isn't acting on his own authority. God has placed His Spirit upon him, 
commissioned him, empowered him, and sent him with a specific assignment. In the 
Old Testament, anointing was associated with being set apart for God's purposes.  

And this becomes extremely important because Jesus later reads this very passage in 
the synagogue in Nazareth and declares that it is being fulfilled in Him (Luke 4:16–21).  

So Isaiah 61 is pointing forward to the ministry of the Messiah—Jesus Christ. 

 

2. Look at What the Anointed One Has Been Sent to Do 

There are several assignments: 

“To preach good news to the poor.” 

This isn't merely about financial poverty. It includes people who are afflicted, oppressed, 
humbled, spiritually needy, and aware of their need for God. The good news is that God 
has come to save and restore.  

“To bind up the brokenhearted.” 

Think about the picture Isaiah is giving. 

A broken heart is not ignored. 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-2.htm
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It is bound up. 

The Messiah comes as a healer of wounded people. He doesn't merely announce God's 
kingdom; He ministers to people who have been crushed by sin, suffering, loss, 
oppression, and disappointment. 

“To proclaim liberty to the captives.” 

Now the language becomes even stronger. 

The Messiah announces: 

You don't have to remain where captivity has kept you. 

The imagery draws from Israel's experience of captivity and also echoes the Year of 
Jubilee, when liberty was proclaimed to those who were enslaved.  

In Christ, this ultimately points toward freedom from the deepest forms of bondage—
particularly sin and its condemnation. 

“And the opening of the prison to them that are bound.” 

The picture is of someone who has been confined and cannot free themselves. 

The Messiah comes with authority to open what has been closed. 

 

3. Here’s the Really Powerful Part 

Jesus meets every condition with what only He can provide: good news for the poor, 
healing for the brokenhearted, liberty for captives, and freedom for prisoners. 

 

4. Then Luke 4 Changes Everything 

When Jesus declares, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21), He 
identifies Himself as Isaiah’s Spirit-anointed Messiah—the One sent to bring restoration. 

 

5. Notice What Jesus Does Not Begin With 

The anointing is connected to assignment: God empowers people not for recognition, 
but to accomplish the restorative work He sends them to do. 

God’s anointing empowers us to serve others by bringing good news, healing, liberty, 
and hope to those who cannot restore themselves. 
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II Eternal Salvation (Isaiah 61:3-4) 
3to console the mourners in Zion—to give them a crown of beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, and a garment of praise for a spirit of despair. So they will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 4They will rebuild the 
ancient ruins; they will restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities, 
the desolations of many generations. 

What Is Happening Here?  

We now move from healing broken people to rebuilding broken places. 

Isaiah 61:1–2 introduces the mission of the Anointed One. Verses 3–4 show the result of 
that mission: God takes people who have experienced grief, devastation, and loss and 
transforms them into people who participate in restoration. Jesus later applies the Isaiah 
61 passage to His own ministry in Luke 4:16–21.  

1. God Is Changing Their Condition—Verse 3 

Look at the repeated pattern: 

Ashes → Beauty 
Mourning → Joy 
Heaviness → Praise 

This divine exchange does not deny suffering; it redeems it—replacing ashes with beauty, 
mourning with joy, and heaviness with praise. 

 

2. Then Comes the Identity Change 

God comforts the mourning, restores the broken, and establishes them as strong, deeply 
rooted “oaks of righteousness” who display His work. 

 

3. Verse 4 Shows What Restored People Do 

God restores people so they can become rebuilders, confronting generational 
devastation with generational restoration. 

• rebuilding ancient ruins 

• restoring devastated places 

• renewing ruined cities 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-4.htm
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• addressing destruction that has lasted for generations 

 

4. The Connection Between Verses 3 and 4 

God first establishes people, then works through them: restored lives become steady 
instruments of restoration. 

 

5. The Planting of the LORD, That He May Be Glorified 

God restores people for His glory, so a transformed life becomes a testimony that 
makes others say, “Only God could have done that.” 

 

God turns mourners into oaks, and oaks into rebuilders. 

Filling in the Missing Pieces (vv. 5–7) 
Although Isaiah 61:5–7 is not part of the printed lesson text, these verses show restoration 
expanding into renewed identity, public honor, priestly service, and lasting joy. 

God's restoration is not merely about recovering what was lost; it is about restoring 
identity, purpose, dignity, and joy. 

And there's an especially powerful connection with verses 3–4: 

The people who were once sitting in ashes are now standing as priests. 
The people who were once surrounded by ruins are now rebuilding. 
The people who once carried shame are now carrying God's glory. 

That's the transformation Isaiah is describing. 

And ultimately, Isaiah 61 points beyond Israel's immediate restoration toward the 
Messiah's kingdom and the salvation He brings—which is why Jesus' reading of Isaiah 61 
in Luke 4 is so significant. 

III Eternal Covenant (Isaiah 61:8-11) 
8For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity; in My faithfulness I will give them 
their recompense and make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants will be 
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will 
acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed. 10I will rejoice greatly in the 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-10.htm
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LORD, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with garments of salvation and 
wrapped me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom wears a priestly headdress, as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its growth, and as a 
garden enables seed to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations. 

What’s Happening Here? 

Verses 8–11 explain why God can be trusted to restore His people, what that restoration 
produces, and what the ultimate result will be. 

God's character → God's covenant → God's blessing → God's salvation → God's 
righteousness → God's praise. 

1. Verse 8—Restoration Is Rooted in God’s Character 

“For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity…” 

God begins by telling us why He is going to act. 

He loves justice. He hates oppression, dishonesty, and wrongdoing. 

That matters because verses 5–7 described a dramatic reversal of Israel's condition. God 
isn't randomly changing their circumstances. His restoration is consistent with His 
righteous character. 

Then He says: 

“In My faithfulness I will give them their recompense…” Recompense = payment 

God's restoration is connected to His faithfulness. 

In other words: 

God is not making an empty promise. 

He is saying, essentially: 

“I am going to do what I have promised because I am faithful.” 

 

2. “I Will Make an Everlasting Covenant with Them” 

God’s everlasting covenant restores more than circumstances; it secures an enduring 
relationship grounded in His faithfulness, not His people’s worthiness. 

 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/61-11.htm
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3. Verse 9—The Restoration Becomes Visible to the Nations 

God’s restoration becomes visible testimony: the nations see His blessed people and 
recognize what He has done. 

 

4. Then Verse 10 Changes the Speaker 

The speaker’s rejoicing reveals the response to God’s salvation: the one once marked by 
suffering is now clothed with salvation and righteousness. 

 

5. The Clothing Imagery Is Extremely Important 

From beauty and praise in verse 3 to salvation and righteousness in verse 10, God 
replaces the symbols of the former condition with a new, God-given identity. 

 

6. Then Comes the Bridegroom and Bride Imagery 

Isaiah compares the clothing to: 

• a bridegroom preparing for celebration 

• a bride adorning herself with jewels 

The bridegroom and bride imagery completes the chapter’s transformation: those once 
marked by captivity, mourning, and ashes are now clothed for joy, honor, beauty, and 
celebration. 

 

7. Verse 11 Gives Us the Final Picture 

“For as the earth brings forth its growth, and as a garden enables seed to spring up…” 

Like seed growing beneath the soil, God steadily brings His work to a visible harvest of 
righteousness and praise before the nations. 

 

🔥 The Big Revelation 
“God takes what was broken, restores what was ruined, redefines what was shamed, 
and causes righteousness and praise to grow where devastation once stood.” 
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🔥 Life Applications 
1. God can HEAL what has been broken. 

Don't hide your brokenness from Him. 

2. God can TRANSFORM what has been devastated. 

Ashes don't have to be the end of your story. 

3. God can ESTABLISH you after a difficult season. 

He can make you an “oak of righteousness.” 

4. God can USE your restored life to rebuild. 

Your testimony can become someone else's encouragement. 

5. God wants your life to GLORIFY Him. 

The ultimate goal isn't simply restoration—it is righteousness and praise springing up 
through your life. 

Exit check: In one sentence, explain the movement of Isaiah 61 from restoration received 
to restoration shared. Then name one action you can take this week to encourage healing, 
justice, or rebuilding. 

A Powerful Closing Thought 
Isaiah 61 teaches us that God doesn't waste broken places. He heals the 
brokenhearted, gives beauty for ashes, turns mourning into joy, establishes us as oaks 
of righteousness, and then sends restored people back into the ruins to rebuild. 

The question isn't only, “God, what are You going to restore in me?” 

It is also: 

“God, after You restore me, what do You want to rebuild through me?” 

Group Activity—From Condition to Calling 
Assign each group one image from Isaiah 61: poor, brokenhearted, captive, mourner, 
ashes, oak, ruined city, garment, or garden. Ask the group to identify what God provides, 
how the person or place is changed, and one faithful way believers can participate in that 
work today. Have each group share one sentence beginning, “Because God restores, we 
can…” 
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🧩 Discussion Questions 
1. Which part of the Messiah’s mission in verses 1–3 stands out to you most? 

2. Which image of God’s restoration in Isaiah 61 speaks most clearly to a need people 
experience today, and why? 

3. What is one broken or neglected area in our community, and what realistic first step 
could our class take to support healing, justice, or rebuilding there? 

4. What do the clothing and gardening images in verses 10–11 teach us about the 
source, visibility, and growth of God’s salvation and righteousness? 

5. How does Luke 4:16–21 identify Jesus with Isaiah 61, and which words or actions in 
Isaiah’s passage support that connection? 


